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** Abstract Deadline March 31st, 2016**

Title: Call for Abstracts for Poster Presentations at the 9th Annual Mississippi School for Addiction Professionals
Author: Thia Jasmine Walker, MPH 
Topic Areas: Alcohol, Tobacco, or Other Drugs, Public Health HIV/AIDS, Depression, Mental Illness, and Suicide Prevention, Intervention, or Treatment 
______________________________________________________________________________
The Mississippi School for Addiction Professionals is currently accepting abstracts submissions for Poster Presentations for the 9th Annual Mississippi School for Addiction Professionals to be held at the Lake Terrace Convention Center in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, on May 9 – 12, 2016. Abstracts submissions must be relevant to Public Health Prevention, Intervention, or Treatment issues related to Alcohol, Tobacco, or Other Drugs, HIV/AIDS, Depression, Mental Illness, and/or Suicide.  All abstracts must emphasize the learning objectives for the intended audience.
Abstracts should be submitted to Thia J. Walker at thia.walker@dmh.state.ms.us by Midnight on March 31, 2016.  All relevant deadlines are available on the MS School Website (www.themsschool.ms.gov). All submitters will be notified via email of their abstract status, on or about April 15, 2016. 
Structured Format for Poster Presentations Abstracts: 
· Abstracts for Poster Presentations are limited to one page which should not exceed 8 ½  by 11 inches, with one-inch margins, single-spaced, 12 – point font, with simple serif font such as “Time New Roman”.  
· The abstract (excluding title and authors) is limited to 300 words.  
· Do not include figures, tables, or pictures in the abstract.  
· All abbreviations should be spelled out the first time you use them. 

· Please double-check spelling, grammar, punctuation, and all your data and content before submitting the abstract.    
Abstracts should be submitted in a structured format. Please use one of the following three formats: 

· Background: a description of the issue addressed in your study. 

· Objective: sentence stating your study question(s) or hypothesis.
· Methods: study design, including a concise description of participants, procedures, measures, and appropriate analytical methods. 

· Results: key findings from data analysis. 

· Conclusions: summary statement of key findings. 

An alternative format, suited for abstracts about policy, programs, interventions, and other types of research evaluations, may be used: 

· Issues: a short summary of the issue(s) addressed by authors. 

· Description: description of the project, experience, service, or advocacy program.

· Lessons Learned: a brief description of the results of the project. 

· Recommendations: a brief statement of next steps. 
An alternative format, suited for abstracts from substance abuse prevention specialists about interventions or programs implemented in the local community, may be used:
· Background/Importance of prevention as it relates to your population/Issues: a short summary of the issue(s) addressed by Sources (i.e. SAMHSA, CDC, NIDA, NSDUH, TEDS, etc.…) 

· Description: description of the project, experience, alternate activity, service, or advocacy program.

· Lessons Learned: a brief description of the results of the project. 

· SWOT Analysis: (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats)

· Impact on the population or Recommendations (a brief statement of next steps).

Review Criteria: Standardized criteria will be used to evaluate all abstracts for poster presentation submissions. These criteria include innovation and relevance, approach/methodology, contribution to science and/or practice, and results/lessons learned.
Final Selection: The final selection will be based on peer-reviewed evaluations of the abstracts for poster board presentation proposals with consideration for available time and space, diversity of topics, and any speakers invited by the Mississippi School for Addiction Professionals planning committee. 

Only listed authors who are registered for the Mississippi School for Addiction Professionals may present accepted work. 
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